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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  IVYBRIDGE 


(Jttefctcaf  Officer’s  (#nnuaf  (Report, 

1911. 


To  the  Chairman  & Members  of  the  Ivybridge  Urban 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

The  district  of  Ivybridge,  consisting  of  some  600  acres,  lies  in 
a valley  just  below  the  most  southern  heights  of  Dartmoor,  the 
town  itself  situated  on  the  right  bank  chiefly  of  the  river 
Ernie,  which  rises  in  the  moor  some  6 miles  away.  The  soil  is 
chiefly  composed  of  a granitic  detritus,  and  is  exceedingly  light 
and  porous,  so  that  it  is  not  an  uncommon  occurrence  to  see  rain 
fall  in  the  morning  and  dust  blowing  in  the  streets  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  same  day. 

The  total  Rainfall  (kindly  supplied  by  Miss  Glanville  of 
Langham  Hill)  was  52^09  in.  for  the  year.  The  wettest  month  was 
December  with  1353  in  , the  driest,  May  with  133  in.  The  greatest 
rainfall  in  one  day  was  on  July  28th,  when  135  in.  rain  fell.  There 
were  161  in  in  the  year  when  '01  in.  of  rain  were  recorded,  26  of 
these  days  being  in  December.  The  year’s  rainfall  was  6 in.  above 
the  average,  in  spite  of  the  fear  of  a water  famine. 

The  greatest  heat  recorded  was  88°F  on  the  28th  of  July,  but 
constantly  in  July-  the  temperature  was  over  8o°  as  on  the  13th  to 
13th  of  August  and  the  6th,  7th  and  8th  of  September. 


Natural  and  Social 
Conditions  of 
District. 


Rainfall. 


Temperature. 
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Population,  etc, 


Sanitary 

Circumstances  of 
District. 

Water  Supply. 


1 lie  Population  of  the  district  is  1730.  About  250  of  the 
population  are  employed  at  Messrs.  Allen  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  Paper 
Mills.  The  increase  in  population  is  chiefly  due  to  lodgers  employed 
in  the  construction  of  New  China  Clay  Works  close  to  Ivybridge. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  are  about  300.  Poor  Law 
Relief  is  given  to  about  40  persons  weekly  to  about  £"3. 


There  is  no  hospital  accomodation  in  the  district  and  in  cases 
of  serious  accident  the  South  Devon  and  East  Cornwall  Hc.pital  is 
used  if  necessary. 

The  present  Water  Supply  is  derived  from  a reservoir  supplied 
directly  from  the  river  Ernie,  this  reservoir  has  been  found  to  be 
inefficient  as  regards  quantity  supplied  and  also  unable  to  supply 
new  houses  situated  at  higher  levels 


A bill  has  therefore  been  deposited  in  parliament  known  as 
“ The  Ivybridge  Urban  District  Water  Bill,”  with  these  objects  : — 


(1)  To  authorise  the  Council  to  make  and  maintain  new 

waterworks,  to  purchase  lands,  to  take  and  appropriate 
water  and  ancillary  powers  and  provisions  connected 
therewith. 

(2)  To  sanction  and  confirm  so  far  as  necessary  the  existing 

waterworks  of  the  Council. 

(3)  To  define  the  limits  within  which  the  Council  may  supply- 

water  and  to  authorise  the  Council  to  supply  water 
in  bulk  beyond  such  limits. 

(4)  To  empower  the  Council  to  make,  levy  and  recover  rates 

for  the  supply  of  water. 

(5)  To  empower  the  Council  to  borrow  money  for  any  of  the 

purposes  of  the  bill  and  to  ratify  expenditure  already 
made  by  the  Council  in  respect  of  existing  water- 
works. 
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(6)  To  confer  upon  the  Council  powers  usually  conferred  upon 

water  authorities  in  connection  with  the  supply  of 
water,  the  making  of  bye-laws  and  incidental  matters. 

(7)  To  confer  upon  the  Council  all  such  powers,  rights  and 

privileges  in  reference  to  the  aforesaid  matters  as  may 
be  considered  expedient. 

The  site  of  the  new  reservoir  is  to  be  on  Dartmoor,  about 
3 miles  from  Ivybridge,  not  far  from  Harford  Church. 

The  undertaking  is  to  consist  in  forming  a reservoir  by  building 
a dam  across  the  Butterbrook  (a  perpetual  stream  of  exceptionally 
pure  water)  thus  forming  a reservoir.  This  stream  flows  at  the  rate 
of  1,500,000  gallons  per  day,  and  the  reservoir  composed  will  hold 
4,000,000  gallons,  and  will  be  guarded  by  a fence  containing 
8 acres.  As  there  are  no  dwellings  on  the  moor  between  the  rise  of 
the  stream  and  the  reservoir,  contamination  must  be  nil.  From 
the  reservoir  a pipe  is  to  be  laid  across  a portion  of  the  moor, 
several  fields,  and  along  the  Harford  road,  then  through  the 
Stowford  woods  until  it  joins  the  existing  main  from  the  old 
reservoir. 

A certain  amount  of  pollution  of  the  river  Ernie  takes  place 
below  the  mills,  owing  to  waste  water  passing  into  the  river 
containing  Chloride  of  Lime. 

Old  drains  have  been  replaced  by  new  ones  at  Woodhaye  and 
Costley  Street,  and  new  ones  laid  down  at  Bridge  Park.  The 
Septic  Tanks  continue  to  do  their  work  in  a fairly  satisfactory 
manner. 

Most  of  the  houses  are  supplied  with  water  closets.  There  are 
about  50  privies  in  the  place,  some  of  them  shared  between  two 
houses,  it  would  certainly  be  more  satisfactory  for  each  house  to 
have  its  own. 

Is  done  under  contract  and  takes  place  from  house  to 
house  weekly, 

The  Dairies  and  Slaughterhouses  have  been  inspected  and  the 
rules  of  the  Council  enforced. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 


Dr  linage  and 
Sewerage. 


Closet 

Accomodation. 


Scavenging. 


Sanitary 
Inspections  of 
District. 
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Schools. 


Dust  Nuisance, 


Housing. 


Infectious  Disease. 


Appended  is  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  return  for  the  year. 

There  are  two  schools  in  the  district.  The  Board  Schools  and 
Dame  Roger’s  School  for  orphan  girls. 

A School  Medical  Officer  is  appointed  in  the  former  case  who 
attends  twice  a year,  in  the  latter  a Medical  Officer  is  appointed 
privately. 

The  Board  Schools  are  supplied  by  the  town  water,  Dame 
Roger’s  from  a separate  supply  on  Henlake  Down. 

The  terrible  nuisance  created  by  dust  in  the  district  was  con- 
siderably modified  by  having  the  main  road  tar  sprayed  in  May. 
There  is  a very  large  motor  traffic  through  the  village,  and  as  many 
diseases  (amongst  which  is  Anterior  Polio  Myelitis)  are  conveyed 
by  dust,  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  the  tar  spraying  will  again  be 
conducted  in  as  efficient  a manner  as  possible  to  mitigate  this 
serious  evil. 

The  fact  of  a new  industry  having  sprung  up  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  the  Dartmoor  China  Clay  Company,  a number  of 
men  employed  thereon  are  lodgers  in  the  district,  and  this  has  no 
doubt  led  to  a certain  amount  of  crowding.  More  cottages  for 
workmen  are  certainly  needed  in  the  place,  every  house  being  at 
present  occupied. 


Sanitary  Administration  of  District. 

Two  cases  of  Infectious  disease  have  been  notified  during  the 
year.  A case  of  mild  Erysipelas  and  a case  of  Scarlet  fever  in 
October  in  Belmont  Road.  The  lad  in  question  probably  having 
caught  the  infection  from  some  navvy  with  whom  he  was  working  and 
sleeping  in  a hut  on  the  moor.  The  lad  was  isolated  carefully,  and 
there  was  no  further  spread  of  the  disease. 
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A case  of  Acute  Anterior  Polio  Myelitis  occurred  in  a child  who 
had  just  returned  from  Plymouth  in  July,  i.e.,  previous  to  the  disease 
being  notifiable  in  this  district,  in  this  instance  the  child  lost  the  use 
of  its  leg,  from  which  it  has  only  slightly  recovered. 

There  is  no  infectious  disease  hospital  in  the  district. 

There  was  one  death  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  There  are 
altogether  about  six  cases  in  the  district.  There  is  a Consumptive 
Sanatorium  about  six  miles  away  where  cases  are  received  from 
various  parts  of  Devon  and  Cornwall. 

There  is  one  midwife  in  the  district.  None  of  the  six  cases  of 
Infantile  Mortality  were  attended  by  her. 


Vital  Statistics. 

20  deaths  have  been  registered  in  1911,  as  compared  with 
22  in  1910. 

This  gives  a mortality  of  1 1 ' 5 per  rooo  population. 

Six  of  the  deaths  were  in  children  under  one  year.  The  greatest 
number  of  deaths  from  one  complaint  was  four  dying  of  heart 
disease.  Kidney  complaint  accounted  for  three  deaths.  A case  of 
suicide  occurred  here  in  a man  not  an  inhabitant.  The  nett  rate 
mortality  is  therefore  io‘9  per  1000  inhabitants. 

There  were  27  births  altogether  in  the  district  and  two  occurring 
in  the  Plympton  St.  Mary  Union.  A total  of  29,  giving  a rate  of 
167  per  1000. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  was  six,  but  three  of  these 
children  did  not  survive  a day,  two  being  premature  twins,  the  third 
having  a congenital  abnormality,  only  lived  four  hours.  Two  deaths 
were  due  to  B-oncho  Pneumonia  and  one  to  Enteritis. 


Tuberculosis. 


Midwives  Act,  etc. 


Mortality. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Births. 


Infantile  Mortality. 


The  present  rate  is  2o5’8  for  every  1000  births  registered. 
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In  conclusion,  Gentlemen,  I think  Ivybridge  may  be  congratulated 
on  its  freedom  from  infectious  disease,  its  low  mortality,  and  for 
the  Council  having  chosen  a site  for  their  new  reservoir,  which  I 
feel  sure  will  supply  the  town  with  a pure  and  copious  supply 
of  water. 


I remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CHARLES  E.  COOPER,  m.o.h., 

Ivybridge  Urban  District  Council 

February,  1912. 


Geo.  Palmer,  Printer, 

25  Ebrington  Street,  Plymouth. 
1912. 


